Metamora Chamber of Commerce

Meeting Minutes — November 13, 2024

In Attendance:

Kim Smallman Cathy Mossing
Tracy Pixley

Sandy Witt Ervin Witt
Brent Geer Anthony
Courtney Krieger Jackie Koelsch
Vicki Koelsch Lee Ann Miller
Kathy Sharples Dave Sharples
Cheryl Geer Gary Loar

Call to Order — Cathy Mossing called the meeting to order with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Secretary’s Report
1. Cheryl Geer moved to approve the September meeting minutes.
2. Courtney Krieger seconded the motion.
3. All voted yes.

Treasurer’s Report
1. Kim presented a brief overview of financials.
a. Jackie Koelsch moved to approve the financial report.
b. Tracy Pixley seconded the motion.
c. All voted yes.
2. Kim presented a financial report for the Chili Taste Off.

Announcements:
1. Cathy mentioned the 2025 Annual Meeting — flyers were available to take and
also on the website. Tickets will be available soon.
2. Cathy mentioned the new 2025 quarterly meeting schedule — flyers were
available and also on the website.

Business Spotlights:

1. Thank you to Sandy Witt for her excellent presentation and explanation on the
Gleaner South Fairfield Arbor organization and all the good things they do for our
community.

a. Gleaner Arbor is a service club funded by Gleaner Life to participate and be
active in community events through donations.

b. This club is based out of Adrian and is owned by its members.

c. They offer an extraordinary life insurance policy for kids that can be rolled
over at age 18.

d. Gleaner Arbor is active in numerous community events for the Village of
Metamora, including the Easter Egg Hunt, Party in the Park, Movie Under the
Start, Halloween and much more.



e.

Gleaner Arbor recognizes a volunteer of the year and hosts an annual event
to honor that person. Last year it was Denise Farley for all her work with the
Richfield Fire Department.

2. Thank you to Jackie Koelsch for sharing the history of the Koelsch Farm
Homestead and the wedding growth it has experienced in the past 10 years.

a.

b.

C.

Koelsch Farm Homestead began as an air bnb and there were no plans for
expansion at that time.

A neighbor asked permission to hold a wedding on the property and the
family decided to run with the idea.

In addition to weddings at the farm, they host family reunions, showers, and
quilter club weekends as well as their own events.

Santa Visit at the Farm is Saturday, December 14 from 10:00 — 1:00. Come
get your kids or family picture taken with Santa, enjoy homemade baked
goods, hot cocoa, crafts and more.

Open House celebrating 10 years of hosting weddings will be Saturday, May
31. There will be food trucks, craft vendors and much more.

Once again, Koelsch Farm Homestead is up for 2024 Best Wedding Venue
with the Toledo City Paper. PLEASE GO TO THE TOLEDO CITY PAPER
WEBSITE AND VOTE!! You can vote every day.

Committee Updates:

1. Party in the Park — No report

2. Membership — Nothing to report.

3. Calendar — Marianne sent thank yous to Jane Dominque and the Historical
Society for their help with the photos and descriptions. The calendar is at the
printers and should be ready in a couple of weeks.

4. Events

a.

d.

Cathy provided an recap of the Chili Taste-Off. It was overall pretty
successful for our first attempt. We learned some things and will try again
next year. If your business would like to host, please let a board member
know.

Village Parade of Lights — Sunday, December 15 at 5:30. Get your light
entries ready early; Lyons’ parade is Saturday, December 14.

Koelsch Santa Visit — Saturday, December 14 from 10:00 — 1:00. Chamber
will be sponsoring the pictures again this year and will have a table in the
shop. Kim will order the craft ornaments. We need two people to man the
table.

MAVFD Feather Party — Tuesday, November 26. Doors will open at 7:00 and
the drawings begin at 7:30.

5. Projects — No report

6. Financial Assistance Program
a. Creating individual flyers for each volunteer event seems to be working better.
b. Currently we have flyers out for the Feather Party, Village Parade of Lights

and Santa at the Firehall.

Open Forum:
1. Cheryl announced that the Historical Society is decked out for the Holidays and
will host two open houses:
a. Thursday, December 5 from 5:00 PM — 7:00 PM
b. Sunday, December 15 from 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM



2. Cheryl also shared her disappointment that there was a huge lack of participation

from the area businesses at the Library Trunk or Treat. We need to do better to
support the library.

Adjournment:
1. Jackie Koelsch motioned to adjourn.

2. Kim Smallman seconded the motion.
3. All voted yes.

Next Meeting: 2025 Annual Meeting

Wednesday, January 15 at the CWV Hall in Assumption
Doors Open at 5:00

Dinner at 6:00

Program at 7:00

Tickets are $10 and available at T-Mart, Big’s, Country Charm and MSB



